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Humboldt Mutual Insurance Association 

values the opinions of our member 

policyholders. HMIA has partnered with CGI 

to create and administer a survey. Responses 

and feedback from the survey will help 

Humboldt Mutual better serve our clients 

needs. 

This survey helps us as a Mutual and 

insurance company to be easily located at 

the top of all search engines. Whenever 

someone is in need of our services, we want 

to be readily available at all times. This 

survey helps us scratch the surface of better 

understanding our clients needs and/or 

concerns.

If you have any questions or concerns 

regarding the survey please call our office.

If you wish to opt out of any text surveys and 

have your name completely removed from 

the list, you may call our office at 515-332-

2953 or email bob@humboldtinsurance.com 

or jennabeebe@outlook.com and we will 

delete you.

We appreciate any and all feedback that 

we receive to better serve you! We are 

Humboldt Mutual, looking out for your 

tomorrow!

Jenna Burmester
Marketing Director
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Apartment BuildingsApartment Buildings
Fire Alarms inFire Alarms in

Large apartment buildings are built to keep people safe from fire. Fire alarm 
systems detect smoke and fire. They will warn residents of danger.

KKK The fire alarm system has many parts that work 
together. Some of the parts are out of sight. In a 
fire, smoke detectors sense smoke and activate the 
fire alarm. Manual fire alarm boxes allow people 
to sound the alarm. When the fire alarm system 
activates it will warn residents of danger. 

KKK Everyone in the building should know where to find 
the manual fire alarm boxes (alarm boxes on the 
wall with a pull bar). Most are found within five feet 
of an exit door. 

KKK  If there is a fire, pull the manual fire alarm box 
handle on your way out of the building. 

KKK  When the system senses smoke or fire, a loud horn 
or tone will sound. Everyone must know what this 
sound means and how to react. 

KKK  Leave the building right away if you hear the sound 
of a fire alarm. Stay outside at your meeting place 
until you are told the building is safe. 

KKK  Treat every fire alarm as an emergency. When the 
alarms sounds, get outside.

KKK  Only use a manual fire alarm box if there is smoke 
or fire. Frequent false alarms are a problem. People 
might ignore the sound if they hear too many false 
alarms. False alarms also put firefighters at risk.

Escape 101
Know the locations 
of all exit stairs from 
your floor. If the 
nearest one is blocked 
by fire or smoke, you 
may have to use another exit. 

If the fire alarm sounds feel the 
door before opening. If it is hot, use 
another way out. If it is cool, use this 
exit to leave.

Close all doors behind you as you 
leave. Take the key to your apartment 
in case you are not able to get out of 
the building. 

If fire or smoke is blocking all exits, 
return or stay in your apartment. 
Keep the door closed. Cover cracks 
around the door with towels or tape. 
Call 9-1-1 and let the fire department 
know you are trapped. Signal from 
the window by waving a flashlight or 
light-colored cloth.

Meet with your landlord or building
manager to learn about the fire safety 

features and plans in your building.

Humboldt Mutual Insurance

515-332-2953
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EscapeEscape

Plan Ahead! If a fire breaks out in your 
home, you may have only a few minutes 
to get out safely once the smoke alarm 
sounds. Everyone needs to know what to 
do and where to go if there is a fire.

PlanningPlanning

• A closed door may slow the 
spread of smoke, heat, and fire. 
Install smoke alarms inside every 
sleeping room and outside each 
separate sleeping area. Install 
alarms on every level of the 
home. Smoke alarms should be 
interconnected. When one smoke 
alarm sounds, they all sound.  • According to an NFPA survey, 
only one of every three 
American households have 
actually developed and practiced 
a home fire escape plan. • While 71% of Americans have an 
escape plan in case of a fire, only 
47% of those have practiced it. • One-third of American 
households who made an 
estimate thought they would 
have at least 6 minutes before a 
fire in their home would become 
life-threatening. The time 
available is often less. And only 
8% said their first thought on 
hearing a smoke alarm would

 be to get out!
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As a mutual insurance association, HMIA 

understands the importance of supporting 

education of our future leaders. HMIA will 

be offering this annual scholarship(s) to area 

high school seniors and current college or 

trade school students planning careers in 

insurance, agriculture, finance or business. 

HMIA will award up to five scholarships this 

next year for 2022. 

Eligibility
Scholarship applicants must be pursuing 

a two-year or four-year degree at an 

accredited college. Applicants must be 

policyholders or those with relationships 

(e.g. child or grandchild) to a policy holder 

or HMIA agent. Preference given to those 

applicants pursuing careers in insurance, 

agriculture or financial planning/business. 

Eligibility includes those graduating from 

high school or already in college.

Scholarship Value
Up to five non-renewable annual 

scholarships of $1,000 each.

Application
Application to be filled out on webpage 

form under the tab “Scholarship.” This tab 

will become available January 1st, 2022 for 

all eligible applicants. Scholarship recipients 

shall be expected to provide a photo of 

themselves and photo release for use in for 

marketing purposes.

Deadline
March 26th, 2022

Jenna Burmester
Marketing Director
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FAIR QUEEN FAIR QUEEN 
Along with supporting the education of our 

future leaders, each summer, Humboldt 

Mutual takes part in sponsoring county fairs 

within our writing territory. HMIA currently 

sponsors 8 county fairs. These counties 

include: Humboldt, Webster, Wright, 

Hamilton, Greene, Pocahontas, Franklin and 

Kossuth. 

Each fair hosts a queen coronation in which 

the crowned Queen wins a $500 scholarship 

and $250 towards their state fair expenses. 

The Webster County coronation inlcudes an 

award for the King as well. These fair queen 

events take place over the course of the 

entire summer.

We are proud to sponsor and provide 

scholarships for these coronations across 

these wonderful counties across the state of 

Iowa. They give us the opportunity to not 

only support kids within our writing territory, 

but give us a chance to learn a lot about 

the efforts put forth in each county fair. With 

each fair, there is a variety of what makes 

each one special and amazing. 

Starting with a calendar of events and not 

limited to everything else such as: the food 

stands, animal showcases, arenas, vvrides, 

etc. It is really neat to see all the people that 

come out to support their county fairs and 

make each one what it really is, amazing. 

A lot of hard work goes into each one and 

undoubtedly doesn’t go unnoticed by the 

community members. The amount of time 

put in by the fair boards, the hosts, mc’s, 4-H 

kids, food stand workers, volunteers, etc. - 

each one seems to be so well thought out, 

planned so far in advance and always goes 

off without a hitch. We are grateful to be a 

small part of each one of these county fairs 

and hope to grow our number of 8 county 

fairs by the number each year. 

Jenna Burmester
Marketing Director
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FACTS
• A person can be poisoned 

by a small amount of CO 
over a longer period of 
time or by a large amount 
of CO over a shorter 
amount of time.

• In 2010, U.S. fire 
departments responded to 
an estimated 80,100 non-
fire CO incidents in which 
carbon monoxide was 
found, or an average of 
nine calls per hour. 

Carbon

Often called the invisible killer, carbon monoxide is an invisible, 
odorless, colorless gas created when fuels (such as gasoline, wood, 
coal, natural gas, propane, oil, and methane) burn incompletely. In the 
home, heating and cooking equipment that burn fuel can be sources 
of carbon monoxide.

!

!

•   CO alarms should be installed in a central location outside 
each sleeping area and on every level of the home and in 
other locations where required by applicable laws, codes or 
standards. For the best protection, interconnect all CO alarms 
throughout the home. When one sounds, they all sound.

•   Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for placement and 
mounting height.

•   Choose a CO alarm that is listed by a qualified testing laboratory.
•   Call your local fire department’s non-emergency number to 

find out what number to call if the CO alarm sounds.
•   Test CO alarms at least once a month; replace them according 

to the manufacturer’s instructions. 
•   If the audible trouble signal sounds, check for low batteries. 

If the battery is low, replace it. If it still sounds, call the fire 
department.

•   If the CO alarm sounds, immediately move to a fresh air 
location outdoors or by an open window or door. Make sure 
everyone inside the home is accounted for. Call for help from 
a fresh air location and stay there until emergency personnel 
declare that it is safe to re-enter the home.

•   If you need to warm a vehicle, remove it from the garage 
immediately after starting it. Do not run a vehicle or other 
fueled engine or motor indoors, even if garage doors are 
open. Make sure the exhaust pipe of a running vehicle is not 
covered with snow. 

•   During and after a snowstorm, make sure vents for the dryer, 
furnace, stove, and fireplace are clear of snow build-up.

•   A generator should be used in a well-ventilated location 
outdoors away from windows, doors and vent openings.

•   Gas or charcoal grills can produce CO — only use outside.  

HOME
HEATING
EQUIPMENT
Have fuel-burning heating 
equipment and chimneys 
inspected by a professional 
every year before cold weather 
sets in. When using a fireplace, 
open the flue for adequate 
ventilation. Never use your 
oven to heat your home. 

Monoxide
Carbon
Monoxide

SafetySafety

NATIONAL FIRE
PROTECTION ASSOCIATION
The leading information and knowledge resource
on fire, electrical and related hazards

Humboldt Mutual | 7
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NATIONAL FIRE
PROTECTION ASSOCIATION
The leading information and knowledge resource
on fire, electrical and related hazards

Smoke Alarms
at Homeat Home

Smoke Alarms

Smoke alarmS are a key part
of a home fire escape plan. When there is 
a fire, smoke spreads fast. Working smoke 
alarms give you early warning so you can 
get outside quickly.

• A closed door may slow 
the spread of smoke, heat, 
and fire. 

• Smoke alarms should be 
installed inside every sleeping 
room, outside each separate 
sleeping area, and on every 
level. Smoke alarms should 
be connected so when one 
sounds, they all sound. Most 
homes do not have this level 
of protection.

• Roughly 3 out of 5 fire deaths 
happen in homes with no 
smoke alarms or no working 
smoke alarms.

FACTS

!

!

!

SAFETY TIPS 
• Install smoke alarms in every bedroom. They should 

also be outside each sleeping area and on every 
level of the home. Install alarms in the basement.

• Large homes may need extra smoke alarms. 

• It is best to use interconnected smoke alarms.
 When one smoke alarm sounds, they all sound.

• Test all smoke alarms at least once a month.
 Press the test button to be sure the alarm is working.

• Current alarms on the market employ different types 
of technology including multi-sensing, which could 
include smoke and carbon monoxide combined.

•  Today’s smoke alarms will be more technologically 
advanced to respond to a multitude of fire 
conditions, yet mitigate false alarms.

• A smoke alarm should be on the ceiling or high
 on a wall. Keep smoke alarms away from the
 kitchen to reduce false alarms. They should be
 at least 10 feet (3 meters) from the stove.

• People who are hard-of-hearing or deaf can use 
special alarms. These alarms have strobe lights

 and bed shakers.

• Replace all smoke alarms when they are 10
 years old.
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Starker’s Bacon Starker’s Bacon 
and and 

Cheese Curd BurgerCheese Curd Burger
Sugared bacon and melting cheese curds or string cheese make a mouthwatering filling for these behemoth burgers. 

The recipe comes from chef/owner John McClure of Starker’s Restaurant at Country Club Plaza in Kansas City.

Prep: 20 min  Bake: 10 min Chill: 1 hour  Grill: 20 min  Total: 1 hour 50 min Servings: 4 

Ingredients

4 thick bacon slices

¼ cup packed brown sugar

2 pounds 85-percent-lean ground chuck or 
90-percent-lean ground sirloin

¾ cup cheese curds or string cheese, chopped

Salt and ground black pepper

4 good quality hamburger buns

Toppers, such as 1/4 inch-thick slices ripe 
tomato, thin slices white onion and/or iceberg 
lettuce leaves (optional)

Step 1
Place bacon slices on the unheated rack of a broiler 
pan. Sprinkle each slice with brown sugar. Bake in 
a 450 degree F oven for 10 minutes or until crisp. 
When cool enough to handle, chop bacon; set 
aside.

Step 2
Divide and pat beef into eight patties approximately 
4 inches in diameter and about 3/4-inch thick.

Step 3
Place one-fourth of the chopped bacon and 3 
tablespoons of the cheese curds in the middle of 
four of the patties, leaving 1/2 inch around the 
edge of the patty. Top each with the remaining four 
patties. Pinch edges of patties together to form one 
large burger patty. Chill, covered, in the refrigerator 
for at least 1 hour.

Step 4
Season burgers with salt and black pepper. For a 
charcoal grill, place the patties on the well-oiled rack 
of an uncovered grill directly over medium coals 
for 10 minutes. Turn with a wide spatula and grill 
10 to 12 minutes more, until meat is cooked and 
an instant-read thermometer inserted into patties 
registers 160 degrees F. Toast buns, cut side down, 
on grill during last 1 to 2 minutes of grilling. (For 
a gas grill, preheat grill. Reduce heat to medium. 
Place patties on grill rack and cover and grill as 
above.)

Step 5
To serve, place a cooked burger on bottom half of 
each bun. If you like, top each with tomato, onion, 
and lettuce.
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